
 

 

Age Specific Engagement Strategies for Teachers and Staff 

Teacher can use intentional strategies during distance learning instruction to develop strengthen relationships 

with students. This checklist can help with questions to ask students to support building developmental 

relationships (Search Institute). 

Strategies for Early Learning  

Adapted from https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/distance-learning-tips-from-one-teacher-to-another 

Provide video read-alouds, either live or recorded, for students, following the same routine you have established 

up to this point in the year.  

 Pick a book that relates to their learning. 

 If you make a video, pause, point things out, ask questions. 

 Watch your pace. We tend to talk very fast and our students need a bit of time to process. 

 You can even find already recorded read-alouds but your students will most likely want to see you. Kate 
Messner, a children’s book author, is in the process of creating a list of author’s reading from their own 
books to share with your parents and students. 

Give feedback as often as you can.  

MDE resource: Working with Young, Multilingual Learners 

Strategies for Elementary (K-5)  

Adapted from https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/distance-learning-tips-from-one-teacher-to-another 

Even young students are tech savvy, but it is important to remember that they are not tech experts, and it is 

possible that their parent or the adult with them is not either. Technology lessons at home need to be user 

friendly as your distance learning program begins or your students may become frustrating and disengage.  

Create activities that student are comfortable doing so that they feel successful. These could include: 

 Make a video of themselves reading a book. 

 Take pictures of different shapes in their house and identify them. 

 Take a picture of a math worksheet and record an audio overlay to explain how they solved the 
problem. 

 Write about their experiences at home. 

 Reply as often as you can to the work that your students have submitted. 

https://www.search-institute.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Coronavirus-checklist.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/distance-learning-tips-from-one-teacher-to-another
https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/
https://www.katemessner.com/read-wonder-and-learn-favorite-authors-illustrators-share-resources-for-learning-anywhere-spring-2020/
https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=MDE032228&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/distance-learning-tips-from-one-teacher-to-another


 

Strategies for Intermediate (6-8) and High School Students 

 Focus on building or rebuilding the student/teacher relationship. 

 Engage in assignments that require a shared experience (either with teacher and/or fellow student) so 
they feel like they are going through this new learning with someone vs. alone. 

 Assignments should focus on a joint discovery of a topic that requires them to use skills they need to 
master in your class. 

 Chunk instruction with ways to check for understanding and a chance to do activities.  

 Provide high quality feedback, focus less on grades. 

Strategies for American Indian Students by Age Group 

 Early Learning 

o 12 Museum's With Virtual Tours 

o Lakota Berenstein Bears Episodes 22 Free on Youtube 

o Dakota and Lakota Videos for Kids 

o Ojibwe Children's Songs 

o Lower Sioux Head Start  - Short videos for beginners and young children 

 Elementary 

o ISD 622's American Indian Education Website 

o Think Indigenous - Online Indigenous Education K-8 

o Lessons of Our Land 

o Lake Land PBS - Lets Speak Ojibwe Youtube Videos 

o Dakota and Lakota Videos for Kids 

 Intermediate and High School 

o Fond du Lac  Anishinaabemowin Resources  

o DAKHÓTA IÁPI NAǦÓYAPI  

o Online Lessons on Facebook - Chris Scribe  

o Why Treaties Matter Virtual Exhibit 

 Overall Reference Websites 

o Ojibwe Dictionary  

o Dakota English Online Dictionary 

o The National Indian Education Association Language and Culture Resource Repository 

o ISD 622's American Indian Education Website 

https://www.travelandleisure.com/attractions/museums-galleries/museums-with-virtual-tours?fbclid=IwAR26q9xxl9D9yNjBLGDYUBR11WmLjyfiA72lxUQCw1uMEGn14CDdkmPMB-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xCHht4X2Kc&list=PLWebueRr1D03NQzavj6yIHZimqbjFhQ1Y
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfBT6JsdKAhe2RxFIYV6aTuZnUBHEYk5b&fbclid=IwAR0bCoWexN_WSLk7ilT-3eKmhrIFgn-UqXRPamp2_QsALdb5A6qyGvTA3bU
http://gim-ojibwe.org/childrens-songs
https://www.facebook.com/lowersiouxearlyheadstartandheadstart/
http://www.ojibwe-dakota-in-mn.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ThinkIndigenousOnlineEd/posts/113194156972011?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARDMJDjuvFBBIQY_YK6aRIhR5ewQLMtiWpvfunjTHoy52FGjohbZc1UUXuJuS_9oELnKd6QeENP8cYxYo9I-Jl7GUJZOtquX-Kw-Bq64rWmS83vUlTWUc0cNE4yvbzOzhRtpRBsFZ8jhjn3Kzz1YFpaoK7a9066jloCWAN
https://www.lessonsofourland.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJdepArcrPxHLb_PGYynSLZjvCaticMUT
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLfBT6JsdKAhe2RxFIYV6aTuZnUBHEYk5b&fbclid=IwAR0bCoWexN_WSLk7ilT-3eKmhrIFgn-UqXRPamp2_QsALdb5A6qyGvTA3bU
http://www.fdlrez.com/ojibwe/links.htm
http://dakotalanguagejournal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/chris.scribe
http://treatiesmatter.org/exhibit/educator/
https://ojibwe.lib.umn.edu/
https://dictionary.swodli.com/
https://www.niea.org/language-and-culture-resource-repository
http://www.ojibwe-dakota-in-mn.com/

